
Comparing American and European 
Roulette: Which Should You Play? 
Roulette remains one of the most popular casino games around the 
world, attracting players with its blend of chance, strategy, and 
excitement. For Vietnamese players stepping into the world of online 
betting, roulette offers a thrilling experience that is both simple to 
understand and full of potential for big wins. But before diving in, a 
common question arises: should you play American roulette or 
European roulette? Each version has its distinct features and odds, 
and understanding these differences is key to making an informed 
choice. In this article, we’ll compare American and European roulette 
and help Vietnamese players decide which game suits their style best. 
Along the way, we’ll also briefly introduce F168, a trusted online 
betting platform that Vietnamese players can consider for a safe and 
professional gaming environment. 

 



The Basics of Roulette 

Roulette’s appeal lies in its straightforward gameplay: players place 
bets on where a ball spinning around a wheel will land. The wheel is 
divided into numbered pockets, each with a color (red or black), and 
players can bet on a single number, groups of numbers, colors, 
odds/evens, or ranges. The game’s unpredictability makes it exciting 
and accessible. 

The key difference between American and European roulette lies 
primarily in the wheel layout, which affects the odds and house edge. 
Let’s explore these differences in detail. 

Wheel Layout and Numbers 

European Roulette: 
 European roulette features 37 pockets — numbered 1 to 36 plus a 
single zero (0). The numbers are alternately colored red and black, 
while the zero is green. This single zero plays a crucial role in 
determining the house edge. 

American Roulette: 
 American roulette has 38 pockets — numbered 1 to 36, a single zero 
(0), and an additional double zero (00). Both zeros are green. This 
extra pocket increases the house’s advantage, making American 
roulette less favorable to the player compared to European roulette. 

House Edge and Odds 

The house edge is the statistical advantage that the casino holds over 
the player. Lower house edge means better odds for players. 

● European Roulette: The house edge is approximately 2.7%, 
thanks to the single zero. This means for every 100 units 



wagered, the casino expects to keep 2.7 units on average. 
 

● American Roulette: The house edge rises to about 5.26% due 
to the additional double zero. This nearly doubles the casino’s 
advantage compared to European roulette. 
 

For Vietnamese players aiming to maximize their chances, this 
difference is significant. European roulette offers almost double the 
likelihood of winning compared to American roulette on average bets. 

Betting Options and Payouts 

Both versions of roulette offer similar betting options, including: 

● Inside bets: betting on specific numbers or small groups of 
numbers (higher risk, higher payout). 
 

● Outside bets: betting on broader categories like red/black, 
odd/even, or groups of numbers (lower risk, lower payout). 
 

Payouts for the same bets are generally consistent across both 
versions. For example, a straight-up bet on a single number pays 35 
to 1. The primary difference in expected returns comes from the house 
edge explained above. 

En Prison and La Partage Rules — A Plus for European Roulette 

One notable advantage that European roulette sometimes offers 
(though not always in every casino) is the presence of special rules 
like En Prison or La Partage, which can reduce the house edge even 
further on even-money bets. 



● La Partage: If the ball lands on zero, players lose only half their 
even-money bet instead of all of it. 
 

● En Prison: If the ball lands on zero, the bet is “imprisoned” and 
carried over to the next spin. If the next spin results in a win, the 
player recovers the bet; if not, the bet is lost. 
 

These rules can reduce the house edge on even-money bets to as low 
as 1.35%, making European roulette even more attractive to players 
who want better odds. 

American roulette does not offer these rules, which means the house 
edge remains higher throughout. 

Which Should Vietnamese Players Choose? 

Given these differences, European roulette clearly stands out as the 
better option for players seeking a lower house edge and improved 
chances to win. Vietnamese bettors who enjoy strategic play and want 
to minimize losses will find European roulette more appealing, 
especially when the casino offers the En Prison or La Partage rules. 

American roulette, on the other hand, tends to appeal more to players 
who enjoy a faster pace and the excitement of an extra twist with the 
double zero, even if the odds are less favorable. Some players are 
drawn to American roulette for its slightly different betting layout and 
feel, but it’s generally less recommended from a purely statistical 
perspective. 

The Role of Online Platforms in Vietnamese Betting 

For Vietnamese players, the rise of licensed and reputable online 
betting platforms has opened doors to convenient access to roulette 
games and other casino offerings. Among these platforms, F168 



stands out as a prominent destination for Vietnamese bettors looking 
for a secure, high-quality, and licensed betting experience. 

F168 holds a legal online betting license issued by authorities in the 
Isle of Man, Cagayan, and the Freeport Economic Zone. Operating 
under the umbrella of the OKVIP Alliance Headquarters based in 
London, UK, F168 benefits from a strong team of professionals 
delivering excellent product quality and service standards. While this 
article does not delve deeply into the platform specifics, Vietnamese 
players can consider link F168 a trustworthy option when exploring 
online roulette or other betting activities. 

Another well-known online betting site in Vietnam is Shbet, which also 
offers various casino games and sports betting options. Both platforms 
contribute to the growing accessibility of gambling entertainment in 
Vietnam, with a focus on legal compliance and player protection. 

Tips for Vietnamese Players New to Roulette 

1. Understand the game rules: Whether you choose American or 
European roulette, make sure to learn the betting options, 
payouts, and special rules like En Prison. 
 

2. Manage your bankroll: Set limits on how much you are willing 
to bet and never chase losses. Roulette is a game of chance, so 
play responsibly. 
 

3. Start with European roulette: For better odds, especially if you 
are a beginner, start with European roulette tables. 
 

4. Look for licensed sites: Always play on reputable, licensed 
online platforms like F168 to ensure fair play and secure 
transactions. 
 

https://f168.uk.com/


5. Practice for free: Many sites offer demo versions of roulette so 
you can practice without risking real money before betting live. 
 

Conclusion 

When comparing American and European roulette, the choice largely 
depends on your preferences for odds, excitement, and gameplay 
style. Statistically, European roulette offers better odds with a lower 
house edge and the possibility of rules that further reduce casino 
advantage. For Vietnamese players who want to maximize their 
chances and play smart, European roulette is the recommended 
choice. 

While American roulette provides a slightly different thrill with the 
double zero, the higher house edge makes it a less attractive option 
for those focused on long-term winning potential. 

For those ready to explore roulette and other exciting betting options, 
trusted platforms like F168 provide a reliable, legal, and professional 
environment tailored to the Vietnamese market. With a strong 
licensing background and a commitment to quality service, F168 is an 
excellent gateway for Vietnamese players to experience roulette 
online safely and confidently. 

Whether you are new or experienced, understanding these differences 
empowers you to make smarter bets and enjoy the timeless thrill of 
roulette in a way that fits your style. Good luck and may the wheel spin 
in your favor! 
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